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3rd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 24 JANUARY 2021 

(Prayer of the Church Week 3. Parish Mass Book Page 129) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
Saturday 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am John Dooher 

Monday 9.00.am James Kennedy 

Tuesday 9.00am Alice Vandermerwa 

Wednesday 7.00pm Paul Forest 

Thursday 9.00am Private Intention 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Tom Davies 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions this week 

Meditation No meditation this week 

 

 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 
 

  

A LIBERATING SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit is a liberating Spirit. Even when we experience lack of freedom in our daily 

lives, time in prayer can be an experience of full freedom in God’s presence. I sometimes 

miss the exuberance of the charismatic movement of which I was a part in the 1970s and the 

freedom we felt to worship God with our whole selves. Theologian James Cone (1938–2018) 

writes about the deep sense of freedom experienced in the communal worship of the Black 

church in the United States  Black worship itself is a liberating event for those who share the 

experience of the people that bears witness to God’s presence in their midst. Through prayer, 

testimony, song, and sermon the people transcend the limitations of their immediate history 

and encounter the divine power, thereby creating a moment of ecstasy and joy wherein they 

recognize that the pain of oppression is not the last word about black life. It is not unusual 

for the people to get “carried away” with their feelings, making it difficult for an observer to 

know what is actually happening. But the meaning of this event, according to the people, is 

found in their liberating encounter with the divine Spirit. In this encounter, they are set free 

as children of God. To understand what this means for black people, we need only to 

remember that they have not known freedom in white America. Therefore, to be told, “You 

are free, my children” is to create indescribable joy and excitement in the people. They sing 

because they are free. Black worship is a celebration of freedom. It is a black happening, the 

time when the people gather together in the name of the One who promised not to leave the 

little ones alone in trouble. The people shout, moan, and cry as a testimony to the experience 

of God’s liberating presence in their lives. . . . [Black people can fight for freedom and justice, 

because the One who is their future is also the ground of their struggle for liberation. It does 

not matter what oppressors say or do or what they try to make us out to be. We know that we 

have a freedom not made with human hands. . . . For black people’s singing, praying, and 

preaching are not grounded in any human potentiality but in the actuality of God’s freedom 

to be with the oppressed as disclosed in the cross and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is their 

freedom. [2] The early church surely knew the liberating effect of the presence of the Holy 

Spirit. Perhaps the apostle Paul’s teachings had so much impact because he restored human 

dignity in another time of widespread oppression, slavery, and injustice. Into the corrupt and 

corrupting Roman Empire, Paul shouts, “One and the same Spirit was given to us all to 

drink!”  
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